
Annals of

Coloproctology

www.coloproctol.org

Ann Coloproctol 2023 Mar 2 [Epub ahead of print]

Supplementary Table 2. Tool for quality assessment of included studies 

Domain Leading explanatory question

Selection Does the patient(s) represent(s) the entire experience of the  
researchers or is the selection modality unclear to the extent that 
other patients with similar presentation may have been missed?

Ascertainment Was the exposure sufficiently ascertained?
Was the outcome sufficiently ascertained?

Causality Were other plausible causes that may account for the observation 
ruled out beyond a reasonable doubt?

Reporting Is the case(s) relayed with adequate details to allow other  
investigators to replicate the research or to permit practitioners to 
make inferences related to their practice?

Adapted from Murad et al. BMJ Evid Based Med 2018;23:60–3, available under the 
Creative Commons License. 




